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week simply in going and coming back. If I am to do my work at all
satisfactorily,, it is impossible for me to absent myself for such a long
time, and the present moment I dare not do so, for I have just heard
from the Government that they have acceded to my proposal to open
a training depot in Gujarat and to form a Gujarat company. You will
agree that I cannot leave this work.
"But even if I could have come,, I do not know that I would
have rendered much assistance. I hold strong and probably peculiar
views not shared by many of the leaders. I implicitly believe that
if we were to devote our attention exclusively to recruiting \ve
should gain full responsible Government in a year's time, if not
sooner. And instead of allowing our utterly ignorant countrymen
to enlist nolens volens, we should get an army of Home Rulers who
would be willing soldiers with the knowledge that they will be
soldiering for the sake of country. I do not at the same time believe
that we should declare our opinion about the Montagu-Chelmsford
scheme in unequivocal terms; we should fix the minimum of our
demands and seek to enforce them at all costs. I consider the scheme
to be good in its conception. It requires much modification. We should
have no difficulty in arriving at a unanimous conclusion. I should
like a party in the country that would be simply pledged to these two
propositions, helping the Government on the one hand in the pros-
ecution of the war, and enforcing the national demand on the other.
"I do not believe that at a critical moment like this we should be
satisfied with a patched-up truce between the so-called extremists and
the so-called moderates, each giving up a little in favour of the other,
I should like a clear enunciation of the policy of each group or party
and naturally those who by the intrinsic merit of their case and cease-
less agitation make themselves a power in the land will carry the day
before the House of Commons."
Whilst he was convalescing in the ashram, Vallabhbhai brought
the news that Germany had been defeated and that the commissioner
had sent word that recruiting was no longer necessary. It was a great
relief to Gandhi. His health gradually began to improve and he
learnt spinning during convalescence.
His participation in the war was an enigma to many of his friends
and admirers. He explained his point of view some years later:
"No doubt it was a mixed motive that prompted me to participate
in the war. Two things I can rec$}}( Though as an individual I was